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What exactly is Orphan Sunday? 
God birthed Orphan Sunday through the generosity and 
compassion of His people in Zambia. In 2003, during the 
height of the AIDS crisis, a Zambian pastor pleaded for his 
congregation to care for the AIDS orphans in their community. 
The members of the church were poor themselves. But as the 
service ended, one after another stepped forward with money, 
food and other goods. Some even removed their own shoes 
and placed them in the offering for orphans. 
This movement to care for orphans spread throughout Zambia. 
In time it reached the United States, where the Christian Alliance 
for Orphans (CAFO), an alliance of churches and Christian 
organizations caring for orphans and vulnerable children, began 
promoting Orphan Sunday in the US. 
Today, hundreds of churches around the world unite on the 
second Sunday of November to remember the orphans and to 
encourage their people to care for them in Christ’s name. 

How is the Evangelical 
Free Church of 
America involved?
GlobalFingerprints, the child 
sponsorship arm of the 
Evangelical Free Church of 
America, is partnering with CAFO 
to promote Orphan Sunday. On 
Sunday, November 7th, 
many EFCA churches will 
highlight GlobalFingerprints 
and encourage their people to 
sponsor children.  

(over)

Orphan Sunday  
Focus Area for 2021: 

INDIA
GlobalFingerprints has the opportunity 
to help plant five churches in 
unreached communities in India. 
Loving and caring for the children 
opens doors for church planters to 
build relationships with families. As 
children and their families come to 
Christ, a church is born. 
This strategy has already proven 
effective in two Indian communities 
which now have a local church. We 
need your help to raise up more 
sponsors to impact more children 
and communities. (Churches can 
join this effort to impact India or 
choose another country where 
GlobalFingerprints serves.) 



Working together, we will impact hundreds of children, 
help plant churches in unreached places and transform 
communities. Register to join Orphan Sunday today at 
globalfingerprints.org 
Questions? Contact Marcela at marcela.fagerland@efca.org.

Tell me more about GlobalFingerprints 
GlobalFingerprints is the child sponsorship arm of the EFCA. What makes 
GlobalFingerprints unique is our connection to a larger church planting and 
growing movement with ReachGlobal. In areas where there is no church, 
GlobalFingerprints paves the way for a church to be planted. In communities 
where a church already exists, we help the church reach their community 
with the gospel. Pastors tell us that people who were once resistant to the 
church and the gospel open their doors to them when they begin serving 
the children in the community through GlobalFingerprints.  

Why should our church partner with 
GlobalFingerprints on Orphan Sunday? 
Discipleship 
The Bible instructs Christians to care for orphans and the poor. 

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: 
to visit orphans and widows in their affliction...  James 1:27 (esv)

Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, 
but whoever is kind to the needy honors God.  Proverbs 14:31 (niv)

Increased Heart for Missions
When your people sponsor a child, they have a connection to God’s work in 
another part of the world. As they pray and support the child financially, their 
heart for the world will grow.  

Children’s Lives Transformed Spiritually and Physically 
When a child is sponsored, they can go to school, get medical care and 
hear about Jesus in a local church. When there is no local church, we help 
plant one!

What would it look like for our church to participate? 
At the most basic level, you will show the GlobalFingerprints video, which 
features children helped by child sponsorship, and encourage your 
congregation to sponsor a child. Volunteers will staff a table in the foyer to 
answer questions and register people who are interested in sponsoring.  
For greater impact you can run a GlobalFingerprints campaign. With a 
campaign, your church sets a goal to sponsor a certain number of children, 
maybe even in a specific country, and promotes sponsorship for several 
weeks (perhaps from Orphan Sunday, November 7th, to Thanksgiving). 
Most churches appoint someone in the congregation to coordinate the 
event. We will provide them all the support and resources they need leading 
up to Orphan Sunday.

What will  
GlobalFingerprints 
provide? 

 A video
 Sample announcement 
 Background slides
 A guide for your Orphan 

Sunday coordinator
 Support for your Orphan 

Sunday coordinator 
 Brochures and other 

resources




